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WHEN IS ‘ENOUGH GUN’
T00 MUCH?

Is there an enraged elephant in your future?

If not, you may decide you need a .505 anyway!

By Jack Lott

heavy English nitro-expross cartridges

are in this era of declining populations
of elephant, rhino and buffalo. Consider
George Gibbs’ 1911 creation, the 505
Gibbs, that larges! of dmiess rounds for
magazine rifles. This remarkably mod-
ern-looking cartridge was ﬁwed}ﬂ
have bacome obsolete in the lale sxtlias
when Kynoch closed down its metallic
cartidge operations. But # refused to
die, and somehow collectors, big gama
hunters, and a growing “cult” of big bore
shaoters, who enjoy shooting ground
squirreds, deer and blocks of Ke wilh
such heavies, snap up any available ni-
fies and ammo. | know one collgcior who
buys every 505 in good condilion thal
tumns up, but | doubt d he fires them.
Mow the 505 has Deen given a new
lease on life since BELL is producing the
hrass. Even | have joined the .505-own-
ing fraternity with a stanless steal barred
and a Hemington 1917 action, a Brevex
magazine box and a Baslogna walnut
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It's amazing how tenacious of ke tha

The beautiful and massive 505 Gibbs,
custom buill on 8 Srevex Mauser
action, may be the ultimate “stopping
rife” for the hunter who can hanade i
The 525-grain Kynoch faciory load
dwarfs g 150-grain 308 Winchesiér
W

stock besng cobbled together 1o Create a
working rifle. Do | need a 5057 Probably
not, but when offered the components |
couldn't turn down the opportunity—
such is the appeal of this Gargantua of
sporting rifles.

The 505 is unusual in that its designa-
tion actually repeesents the bulet and/or
groove diameter instead of the more
common designation of English calibers
relating to the bore or land diameler.
This is algo sometimes confusing since
the standard 500 caliber bulle! and
qroove diameter is 510 inch. The most
powerful of the onginal Brlish pre-war
rimless calibors wasn't the 505, but the
now-defunct 500 Jolfery, also known as
the 12.7x70mm Schider, a rebated {re-
duced diamater) rem round with an ex-
wemely short neck. s ballistics werne
listed as a 535-grain bullel a1 2,400 fps
{or an anergy of 6,800 f-Ibs. Gibbs' 505
used a 525-grain bullet af 2,300 fps and
6,180 #i-lbs encrgy. propelled by 80
grains of cordite. Now that's not a differ-

*

ence any normal elephant could distin-
guish, bul the Jeffery/Schiler case,
which was only made in Germany, s of
the Gibbs. The Jeflery/Schiler’s rebat-
ed rim can cause the bolt face to siip
owir the undersided nim and jam the
round by digging a groove down the
case, and the short neck is i

for secure retention of a 535-grain bullet.
The 505'= case, howover, has a long

neck and a normal fim, plus plenty of ax-
ra powder capacity to drive heavier-
than-original bullets at gher-than-ongi
nal velocities. This is whal aliracls
heavy-caliber handloaders to the 505,

Before World War |, a fair number of
505 Gibbs made on magnum Mauser
actions werg imporiod into the LS, from
Giibbs® Bristol. England faciory. In the
twenties, James V. Howe, a co-founder
of New York's greal custom gun frm of
Gntfin & Howe, made a limiled number
of fine 5058 on original Mauser magnum
actions. When Howe left Gritfn & Howe
io supervise the fine nflemaking of Hoff-
man Arms, he continued producing
5055 under that name.

It was Tom Sialos’ superb 505 Hoff.
man magnum Mauser that introduced
me to the great cartridge. This riffe
wizighed 10% pounds and it had a comb
with 100 much drop for such a cannon,
=0 when | fired it, | received the most vi-
cious jolt any rifle has given me, includ-
ing several 577 nilro-expresses and a
couple of 8-bores! Tom—Ilike mysatf, not
sensitve 1o recoll-could hardly stand
the kick, which was as bad as that of 2
mean Missouri mule high on Geritol!
Nathing wrong with that Holfman that a
straight comb, another pound of weight
and a wider and deeper bult mounted
with Pachmayr's bast recod pad couldn't
ciuFe. Subsequently, | survivaed more than
a dozen years without the “pleasure” of

finng a .505. Bul my abshinance was 10
end after Gil Van Hom, that masler -
fiesmith of the high desert, wrole me
aboul a romarkabia 505 fes prolége, Ry-
an Breading, manager of the Rifle Shop,
Dept GA, 38458 M. Sierra Highway,
Paimdale, CA 93550, was fissheng up. It
used a Brovex magnum Mauser acton,
and was stocked by Breeding in Califor-
nia English walnut—the hardest, tough-
est wood avaiable for a heavy-recoiling
express. Gil kepl me informed on the -
fle's progress, since | was interested in
test-firing . | suggested that he and
Breeding finish all foad development and
chronographeng before | stepped in. Fi-
nally, Gi wrate me that the nfle was fin-
ished excep! for hand-engraving the
makes's name, address and caliber des-
ignation.

| agreed 10 meet Van Horn, Ryan
Breeding, his fathar John and a nifleman
fnend, Jack Troft, at the Angeles Shool-
ing Hanges in Little Tujunga Canyon in
the Sunland area. The time of the ran-
dezvous was 12:00 "High Noon,” a not
inappropriate doesignation for a "schur-
Zentes! conduciod with these 50 cak.
ber bruisers!

The Van Hom-Breeding delegation
kept the "High Noon” appointmant, ali
aquiver with anticipation. Breeding's
505 emerged from 115 CAse N an awe-in-
spiring display of first-class gunsmith-
ing—its intimidating look of vast power,
plus something else—the warm giow of
& stockmaking masterpiece and metal-
work to mateh, | homsted the more than
12 pounds of rifie, and iike all such baauy-
tiully proportionad stocks, it handled de-

vards The fixed 'V is
6! for a move realisic
200 yard range.

The 505 Gibbs,
oustom budt by Ryan
capabie of excellent
Sccuracy, parficuianly
with 600-gr. Barmnes.

captively like a much Bghter gun. All de-
fails and components had been scaled
ug 10 be proportional to the 505's huge
case and 1o fead and fire ot as casily as
a custormn 03 Spangheld feeds and fires
a .30-06 round. The specially designed
and constructed magazine box had to be
extra desp to accommodate five such
enormous rounds, and tha guard bow
was placed high enough to peovide a
normal gnp size wherg the bally of the
magazineg suddenly makes a rapid fe-
duction in size where the guard begins
Breading had 1o make a special long tnig-
ger to extend through this depth and po-
siioned it at the rear of the shapely
guard. The California English siock re-
flectad Van Horn's influence—a good
idea for a 505 so as 1o minemize kKick.
The grain structure was perfect for
strength and its beauty left nothing to be
desired. | snapped the rifie up to try the
open V! express sights. Alignment was

instantanecus—the fron! bead automat- .

cally nesting down in the fixed shaliow
"V of the rear. There was a lolding 300-
yard leal, but Breeding said that it was
unnecessary and that the fixed V' was
for up to 200 yards. These sighis were
mounted on a massive stainless sleadl
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ront Sight is built on 3 siai
barrelband ramp with a spri

catch to refain the front hood.
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base with the folding sight recessed into
the sub-basa The front sioht was on a
custom barrelband ramp of stainless
with a simple, but effective, spring-load-
ed catch that kept the fromt saghl protec.
tor in place duning firing or ransport. To
release the hood one only has 1o grasp
the butions on aither Side of the ramp
and pross down. The hood then slips off.

Breading s nlothng menls the “wood
poured around the metal’ praise phrase.
i know of no betler way to dosenbye the
ciose B of wood o metal, 5o tledhously
actueved by lamp-biacking the metal o
reveal any high spots winch are then
carehily scraped down untl nope re-
main. The slock employed Gil Van
Horn's clever recoil renforcing device -
a heavy steel yoke which is fitted to go
over the recesver recoil fug. To this yoke
i5 wolded a beavy section of threaded
stock, ali of which s rapped o epoxy
bedding. This extends the shearing sur-
faces contaiming the recod and avouds
the nead lor a $econd recoil lug attachod
o the bamrel. A lateral hole through the
yoki i for the forward siock roooil boit
which, along with a similar bolt theough
ithe web between the tngoer and the
magazine morbces, makes the stock alk
et indlostructible.

| have worked many Mauser and othor
boll achons and smoothed up not a few
riysel, but Breeding s 505 Broves s the
smoothest magnum action 've ever
tned. You can be sure it did not come
that way, but rather & the result of hours
Of panstaing ofior! in lappeng and pod-
ishing ali the night places, including
cocking cams, extractor bearing sur-
faces, extractor yoke and its groove, baolt
sleeve threads, elc, plus bolt body and

‘1 have worked many
Mauser and other bolit
actions and smoothed up
not a few myself, but
Breeding's .505 Brevex is
the smoothest magnum
action I've ever tried.”’

racoways. Most gunsmiths find such
work oo tedious and few purchasess
seem 10 complain, even on lop-guality
custom nfles, according o My Gxpen-
ence. Une reason for this may be that to-
day fow nflermen leam to work the bolt at
the shoulder as it should b for capid fire.
That's when you'll miss this smoolibng-
up of the bolt and its bearing surfaces in
the recener.

| worked a full magazine of 505s
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through the magazine with effortiess
precision. Breeding had debugned the
ieeding 1o perfection with both the 800
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"§ noted that the
magazine follower was of
a black plastic which
turned out to be du
Pont's Delrin, a
seif-lubricating
Tefion-like plastic.””

and 700-grain joads and oblained a near
hquid-smooth cycling effect. Totally reli-
abile teeding is not a cosmetic feature,
especially with a dangerous game nfle,
bt rather a matler terally of life or
death, With the slaghered Mauser maga-
zne this invelves almost endiess work-
ing of dummy rounds through the maga.
Zine and grinding hera, polishing thees,
urelil i jams oocur.

i noted that the magazineg follower was
of a black plastic which wrned out io be
du Ponts Delrin. a self-lubricating Taf-
ion-like plastic. This was Van Horn's idea
to prevent the batllering caused when
e sl round on a comventional steel
magazing (olower © chambered and tha
rifie feod. The omply stoel follower, with
s substantsal nertia, hammers the feed
ramp and the front wall of the magazine,
causing damage to’ thecs and peening
the follower. The light Delrin follower
clirinates that problém. All motalwork is
coated with the g Gun Kote." an
el finish for stainless steel which is
“gun metal’ blue-gray in color and which
i5 also bonded tenatcousky 10 the slesl
surfaces and 15 scratch-resistant. | will
have Breoding apply this fing firish 1o my
505 when it is completed.

After everyone elso had fired the 505
it was my tum to "pul my head on the
block™ | hoisled the greal rifie and dry-
firg lested the trigger 50 that | woubdn't
have any surprise lot-offs with 600 or
700 grains of bullel and all that recoil. |
chose the 25-yard targal 1o ensure that
all my shots were on Ihe paper. The 505
litorally steadied itself in my hands as |
cheeked the siock and found the front
bead nestied down firmly in the "V rear.
| placed the bead directly central with
the bull and pressad the ngger. | wasn't
kicked backwards, but rather shoved
back as il a linebacker wanled 10 move
me out of his path without hurting ma. |
was moved backwards and could fepl
the power, but no brute farce. A quick in-
ventory of my body parts found them all
io be in place, and thus reassured, | de-
cided it would be macha 1o fire off the

contents of the maganne. | had Jeft my
spothing scope at home, bui at 28 or 50
yards a 50 cabber hole doesnt need
magnification, and | was quile satisfied
o note that all my shols were in the
biack. If it had been a butfalo or an ele-
phant, only the first shot would have
been required.

i asked Hyan Breeding o provide me
with his loading data for both 600 and
700-gram buliets, siong with instrumen-
tal velocities. His best load with the 600-
grain Barnes soft nose was 152 grains of
IMR (du Pont) 4831 for an instrumental
velocity of an incredible 2 578 fps! This
Inad & accurale and extracts freely. The
700-grain soll-nose Barnes took 132
grains of the same powder and prodipces
2.260 Ips. This amounts 10 some 7 500
ft-lbs of energy for the 600-grain bullet
and 8,400 fi-ios for the 700-grain siug—
things not 1o think about when fFring a
508! Such thoughts create psycholog-
cal hazards which cause finching and
otherwisa disturb many shootirs more
than the recail.

Accuracy was amazing with the 600
graan bullel—thwee shots all touching in
ong group and two loucheng with the
third one inch out, all at 50 yards rom a
bench as fired by Broeding This is good
eraugh for ground squircels, but don't try
it from the prone position!

Such heavy magazing sloppeng rifles
as thase are as fine as the most skilled
cralisman can produce. They gre morg
powerful than the neeresl double rfie
calipers, provede more shals per lnading
and are less expensive than doubles
But they aren’t cheap. | can't quote
prices, but can only say thal relative to

‘A quick inventory of my
body parts found them
all in place, and thus
reassured | decided it
would be macho to fire
off the contents of the

magazine.”’

the hours, days and weeks required to
produce tham with uncompromising
quaiity, ihoy are bargains, considanng
any fair hourly wage. if you are looking
for an ultenale “slopper’’ in magazine
persuasion, a 505 will answer any ques-
ticns you may ask of such cabbers. Is the
505 oo much qun? I'll reply by refer-
ence 1o Emest Hemingway's .505-1aling
guide, the late Philip Percival, who used
it for decades, finng hundreds of rounds.
Percival never sulferod from shoulder
probiems as a resull, bul what feliow
professionals called his “shocking great
505" did cause Percival’s deafness!
Enough gun? Yes! Bul for scmo—a bt
oo much! -



